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REF: (A) STATE 307290, (B) PARIS 37847 

1 . ON DECEMBER 30 SRV EMBASSY FIRST SECRETARY DO THANH 
CALLED TO REQUEST APPOINTMENT WITH EMBOEF AT 1600 HRS 
SAME DAY. PURPOSE OE DO THANH'S VISIT WAS TO TRANSMIT 
ORAL MESSAGE CONVEYED TO SRV EMBASSY BY VIETNAMESE RED 
CROSS CONCERNING REE DOCUMENTS EORWARDED BY AMERICAN 
RED CROSS. 

2. NEARLY VERBATIM TRANSLATION OE THIS ORAL MESSAGE 
EOLLOWS: 

BEGIN TRANSLATION: CONCERNING THE DOCUMENTS 
EORWARDED BY THE AMERICAN RED CROSS, PROBLEMS OE 
THIS CATEGORY ARE ALWAYS TRANSMITTED TO THE SRV 
GOVERNMENTAL MECHANISMS MOST DIRECTLY CONCERNED, IN 
ORDER TO PERMIT THEIR EEEECTIVE RESOLUTION. THE 
REASON FOR THIS IS THAT THE VIETNAMESE RED CROSS DOES 
NOT HAVE THE COMPETENCE TO RESOLVE QUESTIONS OE THIS 
KIND. IN THE PAST, THE GOVERNMENT OE THE SRV HAS 
RELIED ON DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS TO RESOLVE CASES OF THIS 
KIND WITH A NUMBER OE OTHER COUNTRIES. FOR THIS 
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REASON, THE VIETNAMESE PARTY BELIEVES THAT THE US PARTY 
SHOULD RAISE SUCH QUESTIONS IN THE CONTEXT OE ESTABLISH- 
ED PROCEDURES AGREED UPON BY BOTH PARTIES. THE 
VIETNAMESE PARTY SUGGESTS THAT THE US PARTY TAKE THE 
OCCASION TO RAISE THIS PROBLEM SPECIEICALLY DURING THE 
NEXT MEETING BETWEEN SRV AND US REPRESENTATIVES IN 
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PARIS. THIS PROCEDURE WILL PERMIT A CAREEUL 
EXAMINATION AND DEFECTIVE RESOLUTION OF THE PROBLEM. 

END TRANSLATION. 

3. ALTHOUGH ASKED, DO THANH DID NOT SPECIFY WHICH 
SRV GOVERNMENTAL MINISTRIES ARE CURRENTLY HANDLING THE 
RED CROSS DOCUMENTS. HE DID NOT ASK EMBOEF WHETHER 
ANY ADDITIONAL INSTRUCTIONS HAD BEEN RECEIVED CONCERNING 
THE TIMING OE A EURTHER MEETING BETWEEN US AND SRV 
REPRESENTATIVES IN PARIS. 

GAMMON 
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NNN 
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